
Introducing the New
Iowa Assessments

Primary



Test Development

Test 
Specifications

Item Writing Internal Review

External ReviewInternal ReviewItem Tryout

Data Review
Operational Forms 

Construction



Major Changes from Current Primary Forms

•Adjusted number of items

•New page layouts in full color

•New configuration of Mathematics

•Aligned items in Reading, Language, Mathematics, Social 
Studies, and Science to one of three cognitive domains

•Eliminated Sources of Information



Subject Level 5/6 Level 7 Level 8

ReadingϞ

Language

MathϞ

Science

Social Studies

Vocabulary

Word Analysis

Listening

Computation

What subjects are in the 
Primary Iowa Assessment?



Primary Reading

Level 5/6 Level 7 Level 8

Auditory Cues

Pictures Cues

Word Attack

Sentences

Picture Stories

Stories



Primary Reading Level 5/6

Domain Total Items

Words 17

Comprehension 17

Total Reading Items 34

Cognitive Levelsof Items Above Total 
Items

Essential Competencies 15

Conceptual Understanding 17

Extended Reasoning 2



Reading Domains & Standards: Levels 7 & 8

Key Ideas
• Identify central ideas and their 

support
• Synthesize or summarize 

information
• Connect or extend ideas 

Explicit Meaning
• Recognize stated information
• Understand stated information

Implicit Meaning
• Draw conclusions or make 

inferences
• Discern traits, feelings, or motives
• Make predictions

!ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ /ǊŀŦǘ
• Understand text features, 

structures, style, or tone
• Identify purpose or viewpoint; 

distinguish fact from opinion
• Understand literary devices and 

elements
• Interpret nonliteral language

Vocabulary
• Use context to determine 

meaning



Primary Reading 
Level 7 and Level 8

Domain Level7  Total Items Level 8Total Items

Vocabulary 0 2

Explicit meaning 11 11

Implicit meaning 12 12

Key ideas 12 11

!ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ /ǊŀŦǘ 0 2

Total 35 38

Cognitive Levels of Items 
Above

Level 7 TotalItems Level 8 Total Items

Essential Competencies 9 10

Conceptual Understanding 17 15

Extended Reasoning 9 13



Kelly and Sara like their new puppy. His brown eyes 
are big. His big paws move too fast, so he falls over 
a lot. The girls run around and around with the 
little puppy until they are very tired. Kelly and Sara 
lie in the grass to rest, and the little puppy lies 
down, too. They all fall asleep together.

Cognitive 
Level

Domain

Extended 
Reasoning

Key Ideas

Core Key Ideas and 
Details

1 A good name for the story is _____.

άtǳǇǇȅ CƻƻŘέάtǳǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ hǿƭέά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ tǳǇǇȅέ



Primary Language Levels 5/6
Domain Total Items

Verb Tense 4

Classification 5

Singular-Plural Usage 4

Operational Language 3

Spatial-Directional Language 6

Prepositions to Denote Relationships 4

Comparative & Superlative Adjectives 5

Total 31

Cognitive Levels of Items Above Total Items

Essential Competencies 6

Conceptual Understanding 22

Extended Reasoning 3



Primary Language 
Level 7  and Level 8

Domain Level 7  Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Spelling 11 11

Capitalization 5 7

Punctuation 5 7

Written Expression 13 17

Total 34 42

Cognitive Levels of Items 
Above

Level 7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Essential Competencies 17 16

Conceptual Understanding 12 20

Extended Reasoning 5 6



Cognitive
Level

Domain Standard

Essential 
Competencies

Capitalization Names

Core Conventions of 
Standard 
English

Capitalize 
dates and 
names of 

people

The moving truck

will pick up furniture

for Mr. anderson.



Mathematics Domains & Standards
Number Sense and Operations 

• Represent, compare and order numbers

• Describe and apply properties of numbers

• Classify numbers by divisibility

• Demonstrate ways of performing operations

• Use place value and write numbers in standard, expanded and exponential form

• Estimate and round real numbers

Algebraic Patterns and Connections

• Use and interpret operational and relational symbols

• Solve equations/inequalities

• Use expressions and equations to model situations

• Explore numerical patterns

• Apply functional relationships

Data Analysis, Probability and Statistics 

• Apply probability concepts and counting rules

• Understand and apply measures of central tendency and variability

• Interpret data and make predictions

• Understand sampling



Mathematics Domains & Standards (cont.)

Geometry

• Identify, classify and compare geometric figures

• Describe geometric properties, patterns, and relationships

• Apply concepts of perimeter, area and volume

• Estimate geometric measurements

Measurement 

• Measure length/distance, time, temperature, money, weight, mass and volume

• Estimate measurements with appropriate precision

• Identify and use appropriate units of measurement and measurement tools

• Understand and apply rate



Primary Math

Domain Level5/6 Total Items Level7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Number Sense & 
Operation

10 13 15

Algebraic Patterns & 
Connections

5 7 9

Data Analysis, 
Probability, & Statistics

0 9 10

Geometry 9 5 5

Measurement 11 7 7

Total 35 41 46

Cognitive Levels of 
Items Above

Level 5/6 Total Items Level 7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Essential 
Competencies

5 11 6

Conceptual 
Understanding

22 25 34

Extended Reasoning 8 5 6



Look at the shapes in box 2. Fill in the circle 
under the shape that is different from the 
others.

Cognitive 
Level

Domain Standard

Essential 
Competencies

Geometry Identify, 
classify, and 
compare 
geometric
figures

Core Geometry Reason with 
shapes and 
their attributes

2



Science Domains & Standards

Life Science 

• Organisms & their habitats

• Changes in organisms

• Interactions in an ecosystem

• Human body, health, & safety

Earth & Space Science

• Structure of Earth

• Natural resources

• Climate & weather

• Natural events

• The universe

• Scientific measurement

Physical Science

• Types & properties of matter

• Forces & motion

• Forms of & changes in energy

• Physical & chemical changes

• Scientific measurement

Scientific inquiry is embedded 
throughout the assessment



Primary Science

Domain Level 7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Life Science 14 10

Earth & Space Science 6 11

Physical Science 9 8

Total 29 29

Cognitive Levels of Items
Above

Level 7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Essential Competencies 9 10

Conceptual Understanding 12 13

Extended Reasoning 8 6



Look at the pictures in row 4. Fill in the circle 
under the picture that shows water in its solid 
state.

Cognitive 
Level

Domain Standard

Conceptual 
Understanding

Physical 
Science

Types & 
properties of 

matter

Core Physical 
Science

Liquids & 
solids

4



Social Studies Domains & Standards

History

• Culture & tradition

• Historical research methods

• Historical issues

• Change & chronology

Civics & Government

• Social structures/government 
systems

• Laws & principles of U.S.  
government

• Rights & responsibilities

• Viewpoints & issues

Economics

• Work & workers

• Needs, wants, & choices

• Economic principles

• Economic issues & viewpoints

• Production & technology

Geography

• Earth's features

• People & the environment



Primary Social Studies

Domain Level 7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

History 7 8

Geography 9 10

Economics 6 5

Civics & Government 7 6

Total 29 29

Cognitive Levels of Items
Above

Level 7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Essential Competencies 10 10

Conceptual Understanding 12 12

Extended Reasoning 7 7



Look at the pictures in row 2. Fill in the circle 
under the picture of a forest.

Cognitive Level Domain Standard

Essential 
Competencies

Geography 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ

Core Characteristics 
define regions

Physical 
characteristics 

of places

2



Primary Listening

Domain Level 5/6 Total Items Level 7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Literal 
Comprehension

15 15 13

Inferential 
Comprehension

12 12 14

Total 27 27 27



Look at the pictures in row 1. Jane learned how to knit presents for 
everyone in her family. She made her mother mittens, her father a pair of 
socks, and her brother a hat. Fill in the circle under the picture of what 
Jane knitted for her mother.

Domain Standard

Literal 
Comprehension

Literal meaning

Core Comprehension and 
Collaboration

Answer questions 
about key details in 

a text read aloud

1



Primary Vocabulary

Domain Level5/6 Total Items Level7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Vocabulary 27 26 26

Primary Vocabulary includes nouns, verbs, and modifiers at all 
levels. Cognitive levels are not defined within the Vocabulary 
tests at Level 5/6, Level 7 and Level 8.



Which word tells about the picture?

Domain Standard

Vocabulary Nouns

Core Vocabulary Acquisition and use

record

bow

tomato

bulb



Primary Word Analysis

Domain Level5/6 Total Items Level7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Phonological 
Awareness & 
Decoding

20 14 12

Identifying & 
Analyzing Word 
Parts

13 18 21

Total
33 32 33

Cognitive levels are not defined within the Word 
Analysis tests at Level 5/6, Level 7 and Level 8.



A letter is missing from the word that spells the name of this picture. Fill 
in the circle of the letter that should go on the blank space in the word.

Domain Standard

Identifying and Analyzing 
Word Parts

Word building

Core Phonological Awareness Demonstrate 
understanding of words, 

syllables, and sounds

a o ecl __ ck



Primary Math Computation

Domain Level7 Total Items Level 8 Total Items

Compute with Whole 
Numbers 25 27

Cognitive levels are not defined within the Computation 
tests at Level 7 and Level 8.



Domain

Subtraction with Whole
Numbers

Core Number and Operations 
in Base 10



Security

•Test Booklets are SECUREmaterials.

•No Booklets are to be retained at the 
district or school level.



Security

For security reasons, tests may be viewed on 
only two occasions:

1. When students are taking an assessment

- Order only enough materials to test 
your students.

2. When educators are reviewing Item Analysis 
Reports (Item Response Record)

- Contact ITP for review copies.



Primary Practice Tests

Since students in the lower elementary grades 
may be unfamiliar with standardized testing 
situations, the practice tests have been 
designed to accustom students to the kinds of 
test directions and questions they will 
encounter when they take the tests. 



Content Included on 
Primary Practice Tests

Level 5/6

•Vocabulary

•Word Analysis

•Listening

•Language

•Math 

•Reading

Level 7/8

•Vocabulary

•Word Analysis

•Listening

•Language

•Math

•Reading

•Computation

•Social Studies

•Science



Details

•Presentation will be available on the Iowa Testing 
Programs website at http://itp.education.uiowa.edu.

–Contact your testing coordinator if you need assistance 
accessing materials.

•A Frequently-Asked-Questions (FAQ) is posted on our 
website and will be updated frequently.

•Contact iowa-testing-programs@uiowa.edu with any 
additional questions. 

http://itp.education.uiowa.edu/
mailto:iowa-testing-programs@uiowa.edu
mailto:iowa-testing-programs@uiowa.edu
mailto:iowa-testing-programs@uiowa.edu
mailto:iowa-testing-programs@uiowa.edu
mailto:iowa-testing-programs@uiowa.edu

